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doubtiul. Miss M. T. Kelly, in Cork Jowrnal, says that Gobnata is called
Abigail by the English, and was known in Ireland as Gobnait, Gobnit,
Gobinet, and Gobnata, while at the present day the poor people, especially
in County Limerick, call her Deborah and Judith, which, by their usual
abbreviations of Debby and Judy, are common among the peasantry.
In the Indulgences granted in 1601 for the feast day of this saint by
Pope Clement VIIL. (a copy of which is included in the Carew Papers)
this pontiff mentions her as St. Gobeneta. Miss Kelly says that the
date of St. Gobnata’'s birth is uncertain, but it is supposed that she was
born either at the end of the fifth or at the beginning of the sixth century.
Consequently, according to the Life of St. Gobnata, there were hive-bees
at Ballyvourney in the sixth century. The people of South Limenck call
Gobnata by the name of Deborah, and it is curious that this name
Deborah is the ordinary Hebrew word for bee.

Lewis says that Templemolaga is also called Nonane, and the Rev.
Canon O'Hanlon (Lives of Irish Sainis, vol. 1., p. 341) says that in the
Visitation Book of 1591, a manuscript in the Library of Trinity College,
Dublin, Temple Molagy is otherwise called the Church of Neylane. In
the Ecclesiastical Taxation (A.p. 1302) we read: *'Prebend of the Arch-
deacon, Master Maurice O’Sullevan, the Church de Athcross Neynan and
a small portion of Clenor, valued at 50 shillings.”” The Church of Athys-
molaga (ford of the lios or enclosure of Molaga) is valued at 2z marks in
the Ecclesiastical Taxation (A.p. 1302). These forms, Nonane, Neylane,
and Neynan, are the same, and mean ‘‘the ivied covered' (church), for
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n"' s a fragment of the Irish article which has been attracted to
eidhnean. In Chronicum Scotorum, at Syo A.D., we read: ‘‘Suairlech

of Indeidhnen, Bishop and Abbot, Cluain Iraird, the most religious of
all Hiberma, quievit’’; and W. M. Hennessy, in note, says: ‘‘Indeidhnen.
This church was in Meath, near Slane. The name seems compounded
of the article, ‘ind,’ ‘the,” and ‘eidhnen,’ which would mean 2 small
wy-covered building—Iliterally, ‘the little ivv.” The place has not been
identified. St. Molaga’s Church, now Temple Molaga, in the parish of
Temple Molaga, barony of Condons and Clongibbons, and County of
Cork, is called the Eidhnen of Molaga in the Book of Lismore, fol. 182."

In P. R. I. A., Irish MSS. series, vol. i., part i., p. 110, we read :
“Maelpoil, son of Ailill, bishop, anchorite, and scribe, of Leth Chuinn,
and abbot of the Edhnen, 920."" This Edhnen, or Eidhnean, has not
been identified, but it is most likely the Eidhnean of County Meath.

The Very Rev. Canon O'Hanlon says that Molaga was son of Dubhligh,
or Dubhligidh, son of Dubhdiacon, son of Dubhecull, son of Lichta, and
that in the Menologic Genealogy, chap. 31, Lichta, or Luchta, is son of
Colla, son of Comsecrag, son of Firelche, son of Brian, son of Modhrut,
or Mogh Ruith, and he adds that the Cumscrag family of Fermoy derives
its origin from the celebrated hero Modh-ruith, son of Fergus Macrogius
(Mac Ruidhe Mac Roiche, Mac Ruizhe, or Mac Ruithe), King of Ulster,
as appears from the Menologic Genealogy.

Some further particulars will be given concerning Mogh Ruith in
connection with Carraig Chliodhna, near Mallow, and Leaba na Caillighe,
near Glanworth; but we must now return to Athcross.

The Very Rev. Canon O'Hanlon savs that Molaga, or Lachinus, was
also named Molacus, but that this was not his original name, as the
name Lachin was bestowed on him by St. David of Wales. Molaga's
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mother was named Mioncolla, or Mincollaid, and in O'Looney's Life of
Molaga she 1s called “‘the Caillech of the Caenraighe,”” now Kenry, in
County Limerick (see Silva Gadelica, p. 376). The parents of Molaga
are stated to have lived at Liathmuine, in the present parish of Kilgullane,
or Cill Cuileain, not *‘church of the pillar stone,”’ as explained by Dr.
Joyce in Irish Names of Places, but **Church of St. Cuilean.’’ This parish
1s named Kilgullane and Kilcohilan by Lewis. Cloch Liathmuine is now
named Cloghleafony, and it is in Feara Muighe, or Fermoy, the ancient name
of Fermoy being Crichad an Caoille, or *‘territory of the wood,” accord-
ing to the tract known as Forbuis Druimdamhghaire, or ‘‘the siege of
the hill-of-the-troop-of-stags, which had also been called Cnoc na cenn,
or “*hill of the heads,” but is now called Knocklong, i.e., Cnoc luinge,
or "‘hill of the encampment.”” According to O’Looney’s Life, the fields
cultivated by the parents of Molaga adjoined the south side of a great
road at Ath Cross, and on a certain day when Cummin Foda and his
brother, Comgan mac Dacherda, and a number of clergy, were passing
along this great road they observed Dubhligidh and his wife, Mioncolla,
near Ath Cross, and thereupon Cummin Foda prophesied that Dubhligidh
should have a son who should devote himself to the study of literature
in Tulach Min an Maighe, or ‘‘smooth hillock of the plain,”” where he
would preside as Ard Ruire, or high chief.

In Silva Gadelica, p. 575, Run, daughter of Fiachna, mac Gairine,
meic Duach larlaithe, meic Maine, meic Cairbre, meic Cuirc, meic
Luigdech, is stated to be mother of Guaire, King of Connacht, by Colman,
of Comgan, by Dachearda, of Cuana, King of Fermoy, by Cailcen, of
Brecan of Dairinis, near Lismore, and of Crimthann of Cualu, by Aedh
Cerr, King of Leinster, who died, according to the Four Masters, 591 A.p.

Dubhligidh, Mioncolla, and Molaga were invited by Cuana mac Cailein
to reside with him at Liathmuine, and it was intended that Molaga should
be baptised at Carnchuilinn, by St. Mochuill, or Mochuille, who, accord-
ing to O’Donovan, Book of Rights, p. 83, was of the race of Mogh
Ruith, and had several churches in Munster dedicated to him. In
Windele Manuscripts (Cork H. & A. Journal, October—December, 18g~,
p. 181) there is mentioned a Kill Mochinille (recte Cill Mochuille), about
half a mile north-west of Kildorrery; and the Very Rev. Canon O'Hanlon
says that he has been informed by Mr. Joseph O'Longan that there is
a church named Cill Mochuille, about four miles east of Mitchelstown,
on the road to Ballyporeen. Dubhligidh, or Dubhdlighidh, said to his wife,
Mioncolla : ‘*Go thou southward to Ath Carn Cuilind"”—which was called
Ath Cross in the old biographer's time—‘‘and I shall go to Ath Fachtar
Feda—ealled Ath na gCaornach in the old biographer's time—*''to see if
cither of us would meet a comrade to commune with.”” This quotation
s taken by Rev. Canon O'Hanlon from O'Looney’s Manuscript Life
of Molaga; but according to extracts from Book of Fermoy furnished to
Canon O'Hanlon by Joseph O'Longan, it is stated that Dubhdlighidh and
Mioncholla were met at Ath in Cairn in Ath Cairn Cuillinn, and that thev
were stopped by Saints Cumin Foda and Comhgan, at Cross na Tuinnidhi,
at the entrance of the road into the ford of Ath Cross, but in O'Loeoney’s
Mﬂﬂusrripf Life it is stated that they were detained at the Cross of the
Dun, in front of the highway, just at Ath-Cross. Ina fountain of running
water, at the north side of the ford, which specially flowed for the occasion,
Molaga is stated to have been baptised by Cuimin Foda. In notes from
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the Lebar:Brecc, at November i13th, in Calendar of Oengus, p. 169, we
read: ““To my Cumain, i.e., Cumen the Tall, son of Fiachna, successor
of Brenann of Cluain Ferta, and of the Eoghanacht of Loch Lein was he.
Now Aedh was Cumin’s proper name, and Druim Daliter the name of
his stead, and in a basket (Cumin) was he found in Cell Ite (Killeedy)
in Ui Conaill Gabhra. Cuimin Foda, i.e., big, was he, and with him
are commemorated Ernin, son of Findchan, abbot of Leighlin, and Metan
(or Mellan) the slender, in Ard (Ulad, now Ards, in County Down)—

““Mugain, daughter of Fiacha the Fair,
Mother of Cumin, the Sweetsonged.
She, Mugain, was his mother:

He unto her was brother.”

This explanation of Cumin is not correct, the name is by some writers
derived from Cum, ‘“‘shapely, beautiful, well-formed.”’

In Silva Gadelica, p. 547, Cuman, daughter of Dallbhronach, is stated
to be mother of Cuimin Foda mac Fiachna, of Guaire mac Colmain, and
of Caeimin of Inishealtra, so that the mother of Cuimin Foda is named
Run, Cuman, and Mughain.

The Very Rev. Canons O'Hanlon i1s of opinion that Tullach Min was
in the parish of Temple Molaga, where there i1s an extremely beautiful
and picturesque ruin, and an ancient well dedicated to the saint flows
beside the church, to which the peasantry ascribe many virtues, and tell
various strange legends regarding this fountain. The Very Rev. Canon
O’Hanlon says that from such a description, however, it would seem the
church of Athnacross was meant, and he says that Windele identified
Temple Molaga with Athnacross. This he describes as an oblong old
church, the walls of which were well preserved when he visited it in May,
1852; but the head of one window in the north wall, and the head of
another in the south wall, were gone. The chancel window on the inside
was eoncealed by an unsightly tomb, while on the outside impenetrable
vy covered it. The door was in the west end, and evidently very ancient.
It was rather narrow, with inclining jambs, and covered by a flat and
rude lintel-stone. The right-hand jamb was rounded on the external
angle; the left-hand angle is not so, and the appearance of this doorway
is ‘well sketched in ink.—Topography of County Cork, W. and N.E., by 75,
preserved in the Royal Irish Academy.

The Very Rev. Canon O’Hanlon considers that within the parish of
Temple Molaga, on the north-east boundary of Cork County, St. Molaga
built his monastery at Tulach Min. There three townlands, named Labba
Molaga East, Labba Molaga West, and Labba Molaga Middle, are to be
found. In Labba Melaga Middle are the old church ruins of Labba
Molaga, in a beautiful situation, and within a valley or glen. Surrounded
by a stone wall built about beginning of last century are two buildings
of unequal size. They are distant from each other over twenty feet, and
in the vicinity of the buildings grew six ash trees. One of these trees
was of considerable size, and it grew within the smaller building, called
the Leaba, lying to the seuth. It is interesting to find these ash trees
connected with the old church, which was built in a district famous for
ash trees, since the river 1s named Funshion, or ‘‘river of the district of
the ash trees,”
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O’Flaherty, in Ogygia, vol. ii., pp. 207, 208, says that on the birth
night of Conn of the Hundred Battles, five spacious roads which led to
Tara were first discovered, and in the same night five celebrated trees
were also discovered. The road from Great Island, Cork Harbour, which
crossed the Funshion at Ath Cross, and the Blackwater at Ath Ubhla, led
to Tara, for it has been traced to Tara through Munster and Leinster.—
Silva Gadelica, pp. 117-118. Of the trees O'Flaherty says: '‘These trees
flourished in the highest bloom among the other trees of Ireland, and
their fall is described by writers in the social reign of the sons of Aedh
Slaine, in the year of Christ 665.""

Very Rev. Canon O’Hanlon says that the Church of Leaba Molaga is
considered to have been been built in the seventh century, and that the door-
way, consisting of a flat lintel and a single upright stone on either side, has
been well sketched in ink, by Windele. The ruinous side-walls scarcely
exceed six feet in height, while they project beyond the end walls about
nine inches, so as to form a sort of antae at either front. The end walls
are ruined at the gables. The internal measurement of this old building
is 13 by g9 feet. Within it there is a kind of cist, consisting of a large
flag-stone, resting on low side stones, and leaving an open space beneath,
said to have been Molaga’s bed. Itlies at the south side of the chamber,
and is nearly wide enough to permit a person to stretch on the ground,
but in immediate contact with the covering flagstone. Formerly a well
of clear water was here, and a brown stone cross, which rested on the
covering stone of the Leaba, in May, 1852, was injured and shortened
since a former visit which Mr. Windele had paid to the place. Lying
nearly parallel with the church of the Leaba there is a somewhat larges
church to the north. Not more than about six feet in height of the walls
remain, while all traces of windows have disappeared. The door seems
to have been an ornamental one, but only a few details remain as speci-
mens. This church is supposed by Brash to be more modern than the
church of the Leaba, by four centuries at least. The cemetery surround-
ing both churches was greatly crowded with graves, and some old dallans,
or pillar-stones, forming a quadrangle near it, have been sketched by
Windele.

In the Life of St. Mochuda, Cathal, son of Aedh Flanncathrach, King
of Munster, is stated to have bestowed some lands in Ciarraighe Cuirche,
now Kerrycurrihy, on Mochuda, which will hereafterwards, in connection
with Ballyhoola, be referred to; and in the Life of Molaga this Cathal is
also mentioned. The wife of Cathal Is said to have died when giving
birth to a son, and at this time Molaga, accompanied by St. Mocholmog,
1s stated to have visited the Court of Cathal who, in the Life of St.
Findchua, is stated to be residing at Cashel and Dun Eochair Muighe,
or Bruree, and Cathal’s wife is named Mugain, daughter of Fiachra Finn,
King of the Eoghanacht of Loch Lein (Lives from Book of Lismore,
p. 235), while at p. 239 the wife of Cathal is named Mumu, daughter of
Fiachra, and it is worthy of attention that the Irish name for Munster is
Mumu or Muma. When Molaga and Mocholmog (or Colman) reached the
Court of Cathal, they heard the wailing of an infant, ‘‘These are the wailings
of a child that has lost a mother,” exclaimed Colman. ‘‘Let him receive,
therefore, a corresponding name,” said Molaga, ‘‘and let us hope that
he will not be long without a mother.’’ It is said that the mother was
restored to life, and the child was named Cai gan mathair, or “wailing
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without mother.”” In Chronicum Scotorum, at year A.p. 604, this name,
Cai gan mathair, is written Cu cen mathair, and it is explained ‘‘hound
without mother *’ by W. M. Hennessy, and in Annals of the Four Masters
the mame 1s written Cu gan mathair, or ‘‘hound without mother.”” In
the Genealogical Table given by O’Donovan in the tale of The Battle
of Magh Rath, Cu gan mathair, King of Munster, is son of Cathal, King
of Desmond, and, according to O’Donovan, was born o4 A.D., and died
657, and sixth 1in descent from him is Caomh, from whom the O’'Keeffes
(Ut Caoimh), the Eoghanacht of Glanworth, were named. According to
Chronicum Scotorum, Cu gan mathair was born aA.p. 604, and in this
year, according to the Chronicum Scotorum, died Colman mac Lenin, of
Cloyne (see Labba Mologga and Temple Mologga).

The Very Rev. Canon O’Hanlon says that the Colman who accom-
panied Molaga to the court of King Cathal may have been Colman, Bishop
of Lismore, venerated on 2z2nd of January, or Colman Stellan, Abbot of
Terryglass, venerated on 26th May, or Colman Mac Lenin, who died in
Muscraidhe Mitaine, and is venerated on 24th November. If the fair
held at Ath Cross on October 3rd has reference to Colman Ela, then this
must be the Colman who was companion of Molaga. Colman Ela is
stated to be the son of Beogna mac Mochta, by Cuimine, sister of Columb
Cille. Colman Ela is also mentioned in connexion with September 26th.

The Very Rev. Cangn O’Hanlon says that in the time of Molaga a
dispute arose between Guaire Mac Colmain, King of Connaught, and
Cuana Magc Cailein, King of Fermoy, as to which of them had the oreater
reputation of liberality and magnanimity. Accordingly, three druids,
named Fiach, Erriach, and Eniach, sons of Lear, who were subjects of
King Guaire, went to King Cuana, and demanded from him the town of
Carn-Chuilinn, together with rule over its inhabitants. To the druids
Cuana at once resigned Carn-Chuilinn, who at once confiscated the goods
of the inhabitants, who offered resistance, but were all massacred. Molaga
hastened to the scene of slaughter, and the druids sought safety by flight.
No sooner, however, had Carn-Chuilinn been destroyed, than the whole
country around was consumed by a sulphureous flame, while the town and
fort of Liathmuine shared in this general conflagration. Molaga, in
order to reprove the actions of Cuana Mac Cailcin, who was the cause
of so many evils, left Fermoy, and went to Connor, in Ulster, whither it
1S not necessary to follow him.

Cai gan Mathair, King of Munster., having resolved to abdicate, and
his chiefs having vainly sought to induce the King to change his mind,
it was resolved to hold a council of distinguished ecclesiastics and laymen,
in order that the King’s purpose might be submitted to them for adjudica-
tion. Molaga 'was especially summoned, and the 'Munster chiefs, 1n
order to obtain Molaga’s help, conferred upon his church a privilege of
refuge and other immunities. The Council was held at Tearman Molaga,
and besides other incidents connected with this meeting, various privileges
apd possessions were bestowed on the church of Molaga. The Very Rev.
Canon O’Hanlon was furnished by Mr. Joseph O’Longan with the follow-
ing statement from the Book of Fermoy: At page or is related how
he obtained the freedom of his Termon from the King and men of Munster.
with i1ts boundaries north, south, east, and west, viz.. from Dairigh
Mochua to Inis Gubain at the river Fuinnsion on the west, to Feirnn
Leabhain, at or in the river Uinnsinn, on the east, and from Ath na Lee



